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SCIS Assessment Policy 
 

Primary Years Program at Sand Creek International School: Grades K-5 

Middle Years Program at Sand Creek International School:  Grades 6, 7 and 8 

 

PYP Authorized  

MYP candidate school: Since August 2019 

 

Introduction 

 

The SCIS Assessment Policy has been created to provide guidance and documentation of 

the role of assessment at SCIS.  This policy reflects the combined efforts and input of all 

stakeholders including staff, students and parents.  It was created in accordance with the 

MYP: Standards and Practices and IB philosophy of assessment. 

 

Mission Statement 

  

Our school will develop globally minded citizens who make meaningful contributions to 

the world through reflective inquiry, creativity, and problem solving.   

  

Philosophy of Assessment 

  

We believe…. 

• Assessment is an on-going process that is cyclical in nature.  

• Teachers and students must take ownership in measuring progress over time and 

make adjustments in instruction and learning.  

• In order to obtain an accurate vision of students’ ability and knowledge, teachers 

must utilize a variety of assessment methods: summative, formative, diagnostic, 

self, reflective and performance-based. 

• Reflection is an essential and integral part of assessment.   

• Assessment tasks must be authentic whenever possible.   

• Feedback is central to the assessment process. Students and teachers can use 

feedback to revise and improve performance.   

• Assessment provides a direction for teachers, the learners (students), the parents, 

the administration and the larger school community.   

• Assessment should be sensitive to cultural, linguistic, racial, learning, physical and 

gender differences.  

• Criteria for assessment is shared or developed with the students prior to assessment 

where appropriate. 

Goals of Assessment 

 

The assessment policy is instituted to provide students, teachers, and parents with well-

analyzed timely feedback in every area of learning. Sand Creek International School aims 

to provide regular and constructive assessment. 

 

Through the assessment process… 
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Teachers gain:  

• An understanding of students’ comprehension of concepts, knowledge, and abilities  

• Direction for instruction based upon students’ prior knowledge  

• Knowledge around students’ strengths and areas for improvement  

• An ability to uncover misconceptions  

• Information to better differentiate for their students  

• Feedback on the effectiveness of their lessons  

• An ability to reflect on units of instruction  

• An understanding of student progress in relation to set goals  

• Information around unintended learning outcomes  

• Information and data to flexibly group students based on need  

• An ability to inform students and parents of progress   

• An understanding of the effectiveness of programming and curriculum  

• An ability to communicate with stakeholders about the effectiveness of 

programming and curriculum  

 Students gain:  

• An understanding of their progress and abilities  

• An awareness of the relationship between effort and outcome  

• An understanding of their personal growth over time  

• An ability to prepare for further inquiry  

• Data from which they can reflect  

• Ongoing feedback from themselves, peers, and teachers 

Each of the three IB programs requires different assessment tools to be adopted by the 

students and teachers of those programs, partly because of the difference in the 

approaches of the programs and partly because of the different levels of maturity of the 

students. The assessment policies and tools of assessment for the PYP and MYP programs 

are given below. 

Guidelines for Assessment in the PYP 

 

In the PYP teachers will provide a variety of opportunities for students to demonstrate 

their knowledge, conceptual understandings, and skills. This is done through a variety of 

assessment methods that are ongoing and authentic. In addition to universal, diagnostic, 

and formative assessments, transdisciplinary assessments are administered and relate to 

the central idea and lines of inquiry associated with each planner. Students will be 

provided with opportunities to reflect upon their learning and the learner profile that they 

demonstrate throughout the school. Teachers will disseminate assessment information to 

parents throughout the year through formal methods such as progress reports, report 

cards, parent teacher conferences, as well as informal methods.  

 

Universal Assessments: 

AcadIence; ACCESS (for ELL students); CMAS (3rd-5th); TS Gold (for kindergarten 

students) I-Ready Math and Reading, Aimsweb  

 

Summative Assessments: 

District provided assessment in ELA and Math; end of unit or course performance 

assessments, rubric-scored projects 

Commented [WS1]: Vertical Team-Insert PYP 
assessment information and exhibition 

Commented [PA2]: Do we still use this? 

Commented [PA3]: Should we leave this? 
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Diagnostic Assessments: 

Acadience (DIBELS), Core Phonics, teacher created probes 

 

Formative Assessments: 

Daily demonstrations of learning, monthly common writing prompts, monthly common 

math short constructed responses, pre and post assessments associated with each planner, 

observations, analysis of student questioning, anecdotal records, running- records, and 

student reflections and conversations 

 

Portfolios: 

Portfolios will: 

● Be utilized in kindergarten through 5th grade 

● Follow students as they progress through their years at Sand Creek 

● Include artifacts from each of the planners/units every year 

● Allow students to choose artifacts that demonstrate their personal learning and 

understanding 

● Allow students to reflect upon their learning over time 

● Provide an opportunity to share their learning and understanding with others 

 

All of these assessment practices will provide us a well-rounded picture of each individual 

student and their strengths and areas for growth. The standardized school, district and 

state assessments will provide us information regarding student mastery of the Colorado 

Academic Standards. Our assessments will provide us information about students’ ability 

to apply their knowledge, reflect on their own learning, and make connections in order to 

transfer understanding to different situations. All of these assessment practices will work 

together to guide teaching and learning. 

 

Exhibition 

 

During the 5th grade year, students participate in the exhibition which allows them to 

showcase the synthesis of their learning. Students demonstrate independence and 

responsibility as they initiate this project that leads to action based upon a real-life 

problem or situation. The exhibition is a culmination of students learning of the Learner 

Profile, Key Concepts, Transdisciplinary Skills, Action, and is shared with the entire school 

community. 

 

 

Guidelines for Assessment in the MYP 

 

Authentic assessment tasks in the MYP are generated by teachers and, where appropriate, 

students.  Objectives for each subject group are identified by the MYP subject group guides 

and are aligned with the assessment criteria. Assessments are measured by criterion-

related rubrics that are also found in the MYP subject group guides; these are modified 

with task-specific clarifications where appropriate. The rubrics describe eight levels of 

competency against the objectives. Judgments are made by consulting the levels of 
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achievement and assigning the level that best describes the quality of work submitted. 

 

Assessment in the MYP is on-going, using both formative assessments (which inform 

teaching and learning) and summative (which measure the amount of learning that has 

taken place). This school expects level descriptors for summative tasks to be distributed at 

least one week in advance of student deadlines. Where appropriate, students are expected 

to submit the work with a self-assessed judgment based on the level descriptors. Teachers 

are expected to return student work with written feedback within one week of receipt. 

After a series of judgments are made, the rubrics, along with formative assessment data 

and summative assessment data are used to make a final judgment using the “best-fit” 

approach.  The final grade is based on the total of the four criteria along the following 

grade boundaries: 

  

Grade Boundary 
Guidelines 

Descriptor 

 
1 

 

 
1-5 

Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant 
misunderstandings or lacks understanding of most concepts and 
contexts. Very rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. 
Very inflexible, rarely using knowledge or skills. 

 
2 

 

 
6-9 

Produces work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or 
significant gaps in understanding for many concepts and contexts. 
Infrequently demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally 
inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, infrequently applying 
knowledge and skills. 

 
3 

 

 
10-14 

Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic 
understanding of many concepts and contexts, with occasionally 
significant misunderstandings or gaps. Begins to demonstrate 
some basic critical and creative thinking. Is often inflexible in the 
use of knowledge and skills, requiring support even in familiar 
classroom situations. 

 
4 

 

 
15-18 

Produces good-quality work. Communicates basic understanding 
of most concepts and contexts with few misunderstandings and 
minor gaps. Often demonstrates basic critical and creative 
thinking. Uses knowledge and skills with some flexibility in 
familiar classroom situations, but requires support in unfamiliar 
situations. 

 
5 

 

 
19-23 

Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure 
understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical 
and creative thinking, sometimes with sophistication. Uses 
knowledge and skills in familiar classroom and real-world 
situations and, with support, some unfamiliar real-world 
situations. 

 
6 

 

 
24-27 

Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. 
Communicates extensive understanding of concepts and contexts. 
Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, frequently with 
sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar and 
unfamiliar classroom and real-world situations, often with 
independence. 

 
7 

 

 
28-32 

Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates 
comprehensive, nuanced understanding of concepts and contexts. 
Consistently demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative 
thinking. Frequently transfers knowledge and skills with 
independence and expertise in a variety of complex classroom and 
real-world situations. 

 

 

SCIS Assessment Practices 
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Teachers at Sand Creek International provide a variety of opportunities for students to 

demonstrate their knowledge, conceptual understandings, and skills. This is done through 

a variety of assessment methods that are ongoing and authentic. In addition to universal, 

diagnostic, and formative assessments, transdisciplinary assessments are administered 

and relate to the statement of inquiry and inquiry questions associated with each planner. 

Students will be provided with opportunities to reflect upon their learning, development of 

approaches to learning and demonstration of the learner profile throughout the school. 

Teachers will disseminate assessment information to parents four times each year with 

report cards and during parent teacher conferences.   

 

A wide range of tools of assessment will be used and shared among teachers and students. 

A shared understanding of the purpose and accuracy of assessment tools will nurture a 

constructive climate for assessment and the reporting of that assessment. 

  

These assessment practices will provide the community with a well-rounded picture of 

each individual student and their strengths and areas for growth. The standardized school, 

district and state assessments will provide information regarding student mastery of the 

Colorado Academic Standards. Our assessments will provide information about students’ 

ability to apply their knowledge, reflect on their own learning, and make connections in 

order to transfer understanding to different situations. All of these assessment practices 

will work together to guide teaching and learning.  

  

Understanding MYP Assessment 

 

The MYP offers a criterion-related model of assessment.  Some of the key features of MYP 

assessment are listed below: 

 

 1. Each of the eight MYP subject areas has four assessment criteria. These criteria differ 

from one subject area to the other.  These criteria have been designed to assess the specific 

knowledge, skills and attitudes required for success in each subject area. 

 

2. The MYP criteria require teachers to develop a range of different assessment methods. 

We know that students learn in different ways and this gives students the opportunity to 

develop and demonstrate different strengths. For example, some students have excellent 

verbal presentation skills but find it more difficult to express themselves in writing. 

 

3.  Each criterion in each subject is assessed at least twice, giving students ongoing 

feedback and multiple opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge and skills.  All four 

criteria in every subject are equally weighted. 

 

4.  Student work is assessed against each criterion, and will fall into one of 5 achievement 

levels.  Students have access to rubrics with descriptions of the expectations for work 

falling into each of the achievement levels. 

 

TABLE A: Sample achievement levels for Criterion A 

Language and Literature 
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Achievement 
Level 

Criterion A--Analyzing 

7-8 compares and contrasts features within and between texts. 

5-6 describes some similarities and differences in features within and between 
texts. 

3-4 identifies some similarities and differences in features within and between 
texts 

2-1 identifies few similarities and differences in features within and between texts.  

0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors 
above. 

 

Formative Assessments  

 

Formative assessments using criteria related to the objectives will occur on an on-going 

basis to provide feedback to teachers and students regarding the student’s understanding 

of the objectives.  A key part of this process will include Daily Observations of Learning 

(DOLs) to provide a measure of students’ mastery toward the day’s objective.  Student 

reflections, peer feedback and classroom discussions all inform formative assessment of 

student understanding and progress. 

 

Summative Assessments  

 

Summative assessments will be a key piece of determining the achievement level of 

students in the MYP.  These assessments will occur at the end of each unit and will be 

scored using IBMYP criterion, rubrics WILL BE USED in the calculation of student grades.  

In accordance with IB requirements, students will be assessed the minimum number of 

times on each objective strand (2 times per course).  It is the goal of our faculty, however, 

to provide more opportunities for students to gain mastery and be assessed on these 

objectives throughout the semester, providing a more complete picture of each student’s 

progress.  IB Scores are reported as a whole number, 0-8.  Sand Creek International 

teachers will be dual reporting student achievement, meaning that the IB whole number 

will be reported and entered into an UNWEIGHTED category in Infinite Campus.  For use 

in the calculation of student grades, the student achievement score is entered into a 

WEIGHTED category in infinite campus as a percentage in accordance with the table 

below.    

 
MYP 
Criteria 
Score 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

% Equivalence 

0 or student 
may have 
option to 
redo the task. 

49% or 
below 

50-
59% 

60-64% 
65-
69% 

70-79% 
80-
89% 

90-94% 95-100% 

 

Accommodations 
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Sand Creek International School recognizes that in order to equitably provide assessment 

opportunity, some students with disabilities require accommodations to aid them in 

meeting the standards and objectives in the classroom.  In these cases, teams of educators 

are assembled to recommend the appropriate accommodations needed for equal access to 

instruction and assessment.  Accommodations are used in the classroom as well as on 

assessments, as permitted.  These decisions are documented in formal education plans 

complying with district, state and federal guidelines.   

 

 

Common Recording and Reporting Practices 

 

Recording and reporting of student performance to all stakeholders is an essential 

component of instruction and assessment at SCIS.  Teachers will track individual student’s 

progress toward IB criteria in Infinite Campus.  As parents are key stakeholders in a 

student’s education, evidence of student progress will be shared at the following times: 

• Quarterly Parent IB Meetings 

• Back to School Night 

• Family Night 

• Parent Conferences (2 times per year) 

• Report Cards (4 times per year) 

• Progress Reports (4 times per year) 

• Infinite Campus (available online 24 hours a day) 

• Teacher and/or Counselor emails, phone calls, or meetings 

• Communication through site specific tools i.e. Canvas, Outlook, ClassDojo 

• Quarterly and Unit Newsletters 

Below is a view of the grade screen in the Infinite Campus Portal for a fictitious student, 

with some clarifying notes on how to read the elements on the screen.  In this example, an 

IB Rubric score of 0-8 is reported, but NOT used in the calculation of the student’s final 

grade.  This score is converted to % scores (which are used in grade calculations) per the 

conversion chart previously described.  

 

Community Project 

 

During the 8th grade year, students participate in the community project which allows 

them to showcase the synthesis of their learning in the MYP.  The aims of the MYP 

community project are to encourage and enable students to participate in a sustained, self-

directed inquiry within a global context; generate creative new insights and develop deeper 

understandings through in-depth investigation; demonstrate the skills, attitudes and 

knowledge required to complete a project over an extended period of time; communicate 

effectively in a variety of situations; demonstrate responsible action through, or as a result 

of, learning; and appreciate the process of learning and take pride in their 

accomplishments.   

 

All students will participate in completion of the community project during their 8th grade 

year at SCIS.  The community project will be assessed on four criteria: investigating, 

planning, taking action and reflecting.  MYP teachers and staff will participate in 
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normative assessment PLCs of the community project to ensure fairness and equality 

within the assessment process.  Coordinators and supervisors of the community project 

will clarify the expectations for the MYP community project with direct reference to the 

community project assessment criteria. Task-specific clarifications will clearly explain 

what students are expected to know and do, in forms such as: a face-to-face or virtual 

discussion; an information day; detailed advice pages on CANVAS. 

 

 

Subject-Specific Criterion and Assessment in the MYP 

 

Language & Literature 

 

Course Overview and Aims 

            

The objective of the MYP Language and Literature program is to develop skills in six main 

domains: listening, reading, speaking, writing, viewing and presenting, in collaborative 

groups or individually. The course includes a study of text from different genres which 

helps the students to make informed and balanced opinions and deliberate on moral, 

social, economic, environmental and political issues. 

 

The language and literature curriculum aims to facilitate sustained inquiry in the students 

by developing conceptual understanding in terms of global perspectives.  

 

The Language and Literature course aims to encourage students to use language in their 

creative and reflective thinking as well as during self-expression, learning, analysis, and 

social interaction. Students will be exposed to literary and non-literary texts from different 

cultures and historical periods in order to explore other cultures. As a result, the students 

will gain a lifelong love of reading and an ability to apply their skills in many authentic 

contexts.  

 

Assessed Criteria 

 
Criterion A: Analysis  
Students demonstrate an understanding of the creator’s choices, justify opinions, and 
ideas; and identify similarities and differences within and between texts. 
 
Criterion B: Organizing  
Students understand and organize their ideas and opinions using a range of appropriate 
conventions for different forms and purposes that are suitable for the context.  
 
Criterion C: Producing Text  
Students produce written and spoken text  
 
Criterion D: Using Language  
Students develop, organize and express themselves through using with correct grammar 
through oral and written expression with appropriate and varied vocabulary and sentence 
structure.  
 

Assessments Used 
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Both summative and formative assessments take place on a continuous basis throughout 
the year, including observations on students’ skills and the quality of completed work 
(graded against task specific rubrics), based on the following four assessment criteria. For 
formative assessments, students produce short constructed responses as well as prose 
constructed responses, and self-assess with rubrics and reflection questions. Students also 
take reading comprehension and inference quizzes. For summative assessments, students 
write prose constructed responses that are assessed based on the district and I.B. rubrics. 
Students are also assessed at the summative level on reading comprehension through 
answering text-based inference, comprehension, and analysis questions. 
 

Spanish Language Acquisition 

 

Course Overview and Aims 

 

Language acquisition is mapped in 6 phases with learning targets set for each phase.  

As students progress through the six phases, they are expected to develop the 

competencies to communicate appropriately and effectively in an increasing range of 

social, cultural and academic contexts, and for an increasing variety of audiences 

and purposes.  

 

The ability to speak in more than one language promotes many of the aims of the MYP. 

The course will encourage international mindedness, an understanding of cultural 

identity, and an understanding of the features of language. Language acquisition is crucial 

for students to have skills necessary to participate in the global community.  

 

The course aims to develop the student’s proficiency in an additional language while 

encouraging development in the student’s mother tongue. Students will learn to appreciate 

literary and non-literary texts from a variety of contexts and interpret them as vehicles for 

thought, reflection, and self-expression. As a result students will understand the process of 

language learning and become lifelong lovers of language.  

 

Language acquisition follows an interdisciplinary approach where students deepen their 

understanding of the other MYP subjects through meaningful and effective connections. 

 

Assessed Criteria 

 

Criterion A: Listening 

Students should be exposed to a wide variety of simple and some complex authentic 

spoken multimodal texts and be able to demonstrate understanding of explicit and implicit 

spoken information in multimodal texts, demonstrate understanding of conventions and 

demonstrate understanding of relationships between the various components of the 

multimodal text. 

 

Criterion B: Reading 

Students should comprehend written language presented with multimodal text that 

encompasses aspects of reading and viewing.  Students should be able to demonstrate 
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understanding of explicit and implicit written information in multimodal texts, 

demonstrate understanding of conventions and demonstrate understanding of 

relationships between the various components of the multimodal text. 

 

Criterion C: Speaking 

Students will have opportunities to develop their communication skills by interacting on a 

range of topics of personal, local and global interest and significance, with the support of 

spoken, written and visual texts in the target language (multimodal texts).  Students 

should be able to use spoken language to communicate and interact with others, 

demonstrate accuracy and fluency in speaking and communicate clearly and effectively. 

Criterion D: Writing 

Students should recognize and use language suitable to the audience and purpose.  

Students should be able to use written language to communicate with others, demonstrate 

accurate use of language and conventions, organize information in writing and 

communicate information with a sense of audience and purpose. 

 

Assessments Used 

 

Assessments will be formative and summative through tests, grammar and vocabulary 

quizzes, presentations and projects, homework, peer and self-assessment, and role plays.  

Class discussions will also be used for formative assessment.  For both formative and 

summative assessments, students will be provided with stimuli to which they must 

respond in order to demonstrate understanding of the criterion. 

 

Individuals & Societies 

 

Course Overview and Aims 

 

The course aims to develop geographic understanding, historical knowledge, economic 

reasoning, and citizenship. This will be developed through inquiry, social skills, self-

management and demonstrated using communication skills. 

 

It encourages and enables students to understand how human and environmental systems 

interact and evolve. 

 

Students will develop appreciation for similarities and diversities among cultures around 

the world, as well as care and empathize for the well-being of human communities and the 

environment. It aims to develop responsible local and global citizens. 

 

Assessed Criteria 

 

Criterion A: Knowing and Understanding 

Students demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject specific content and 

concepts through descriptions, explanations, and examples. 
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Criterion B: Investigating 

Students formulate and clear and focused research questions, formulate and follow an 

action plan to investigate a research question, assess independent and collaborative 

research skills, use research methods to collect and record different information and 

evaluate the process and results of the investigation. 

 

Criterion C: Communicating 

Students develop skills to document, organize, and communicate their learning using a 

variety of media and presentation formats. 

 

Criterion D: Thinking Critically 

Students use critical thinking skills to develop and apply their understanding of 

individuals and societies. 

 

Assessments Used 

 

Formative and summative tasks like presentations, projects, portfolios, reflections, and 

class assignments are used as medium of demonstrating knowledge and skills. These 

assess the four criteria above. Formative and summative assessments will also be based on 

short constructed responses, data analysis, and open-note quizzes (formative).  Socratic 

Seminars, Minecraft World Creation, Brochures, Presentations, Essays, Thematic Map 

Strategy Plans and Daily DOLS (Demonstration of Learning) will also be used for 

assessment. 

 

Sciences 

 

Course Overview and Aims 

     

The MYP sciences aim to guide students to independently and collaboratively explore 

issues through research, observation and experimentation. Students investigate real 

examples of science applications, and they discover the tensions and dependencies 

between science and morality, ethics, culture, economics, technology developments, 

politics, and the environment. 

 

The MYP sciences courses aim to encourage and enable students to understand and 

appreciate science and its implications. It promotes scientific inquiry by developing 

conceptual understanding within global contexts. It helps to develop skills to design and 

perform investigations, evaluate evidence and reach conclusions. Students will explore 

connections between subjects and apply language skills and knowledge in a variety of real-

life contexts. Students reflect on learning experiences and cultivate analytical, inquisitive 

and flexible minds that pose questions, solve problems, construct explanations and justify 

arguments. 

 

Assessed Criteria 

 

Criterion A: Knowledge and Understanding 

Students explain and apply scientific knowledge and understanding to solve problems set 
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in familiar and unfamiliar situations. Students analyze and evaluate information to make 

scientifically supported judgments. 

 

Criterion B: Inquiring and designing 

Students design and analyze the effectiveness of scientific investigations and formulate a 

testable hypothesis and explain it using scientific reasoning and inquiry skills.  

 

Criterion C: Processing and evaluating 

Students collect, process and interpret qualitative and/or quantitative data, and explain 

conclusions that have been appropriately reached in the task.  

 

Criterion D: Reflecting on the impacts of science 

Students reflect on the implications of using science, interacting with one of the following 

factors: moral, ethical, social, economic, developmental, political, cultural or 

environmental, as appropriate to the task. Student assess their communication and 

collaborative skills.  

 

Assessments Used 

 

Both summative and formative assessments take place on a continuous basis throughout 

the year, including observations on students skills and the quality of completed work 

(graded against task specific rubrics), based on the above four assessment criteria. 

 

Mathematics 

 

Course Overview and Aims 

 

The study of mathematics promotes a powerful universal language, analytical reasoning 

and problem-solving skills that contribute to the development of logical, abstract and 

critical thinking. The MYP mathematics and extended mathematics courses promote both 

inquiry and application, helping students to develop problem-solving techniques that 

transcend the discipline and are useful in the world outside school. 

 

The aims of MYP mathematics courses are to encourage and enable students to:  

 

• enjoy mathematics while developing an understanding of the principles and nature of 

mathematics in order to gain confidence and independence; 

• communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts; 

• develop logical, critical, creative thinking and powers of generalization and abstraction; 

• apply and transfer skills to a wide range of real-life situations, other areas of knowledge 

and future developments; 

• appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics have influenced each 

other; the moral, social and ethical implications arising from the work of mathematicians 

and the applications of mathematics; the international dimension in mathematics; and the 

contribution of mathematics to other areas of knowledge. 

 

Assessed Criteria 
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Criterion A - Knowing and understanding   

Requires students to select and apply mathematics from all four branches of number, 

algebra, geometry and trigonometry, statistics and probability to solve problems in both 

familiar and unfamiliar situations in a variety of contexts.  

 

Criterion B - Investigating patterns 

Allows students to discover and investigate patterns which helps them become risk-takers, 

inquirers and critical thinkers. 

 

Criterion C - Communicating 

Enables the students to use appropriate mathematical language and different forms of 

representation when communicating mathematical ideas, reasoning and findings, both 

orally and in writing.  

 

Criterion D - Applying mathematics in real life contexts 

Requires students to transfer theoretical mathematical knowledge into real-world 

situations and apply appropriate problem-solving strategies, draw valid conclusions and 

reflect upon their results. 

 

Assessments Used 

 

Assessment is a continuous process, which takes place in two forms: formative and 

summative. The assessments may be differentiated keeping in mind the abilities of the 

learners. Formative assessments are ongoing and conducted during the units to inform 

instruction and learning. Summative assessments are individual or group-based and are 

administered within a stipulated timeframe. Students self-reflect daily on various 

components of both content and MYP specific concepts. 

 

 

The Arts 

 

Course Overview and Aims 

 

The arts are a universal form of human expression and a unique way of knowing that 

engage us in affective, imaginative and productive activity. Learning through the arts helps 

us to explore, shape and communicate our sense of identity and understanding of the 

world, while providing opportunities to develop self-confidence, resilience and 

adaptability. The IB MYP arts value the process of creating artwork as much as the 

finished product.  

 

The arts objectives interrelate with each other and form the basis of the student’s 

experience in the arts. Personal engagement surrounds the student at the center and 

connects directly with each of the other objectives. 

 

 Assessed Criteria 

 



14 
 

 
 

 Criterion A - Knowing and understanding 

 In order to reach the aims of arts, students should be able to: 

 • demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the art form studied, including concepts, 

processes and the use of subject-specific terminology; 

• demonstrate an understanding of the role of the art form in original or displaced 

contexts; use acquired knowledge to purposefully inform artistic decisions in the process 

of creating artwork. 

 

 Criterion B - Developing skills 

 In order to reach the aims of arts, students should be able to: 

• demonstrate the acquisition and development of the skills and techniques of the art form 

studied; 

• demonstrate the application of skills and techniques to create, perform and/or present 

art.  

 

Criterion C -  Thinking creatively 

 In order to reach the aims of arts, students should be able to: 

• develop a feasible, clear, imaginative and coherent artistic intention; 

• demonstrate a range and depth of creative-thinking behaviours; 

• demonstrate the exploration of ideas to shape artistic intention through to a point of 

realization. 

 

Criterion D -  Responding 

 In order to reach the aims of arts, students should be able to: 

• construct meaning and transfer learning to new settings; 

• create an artistic response which intends to reflect or impact the world around them; 

• critique the artwork of self and others. 

 

Assessments Used 

 

Assessment is a continuous process, which takes place in two forms: formative and 

summative. The assessments may be differentiated keeping in mind the abilities of the 

learners. Formative assessments are ongoing and conducted during the units to inform 

instruction and learning. The Arts Process Journal will be used for formative and 

summative assessments. Summative assessments are individual or group-based and are 

administered within a stipulated timeframe.  

 

Design 

 

Course Overview and Aims 

 

MYP Design requires the use of the design cycle as a tool, which provides: the 

methodology to structure the inquiry and analyze problems; the development of feasible 

solutions; the creation of solutions; and the testing and evaluation of the solution. In MYP 

Design, a solution can be a model, prototype, product or system independently created 

and developed by students.  
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MYP Design enables students to develop not only practical skills but also strategies for 

creative and critical thinking.  

 

The aims of MYP Design are to encourage and enable students to:  

● enjoy the design process, and develop an appreciation of its elegance and power; 

● develop knowledge, understanding and skills from different disciplines to design 

and create solutions to problems using the design cycle; 

● use and apply technology effectively as a means to access, process and communicate 

information, model and create solutions, and to solve problems. 

 

Assessed Criteria 

  

Criterion A: Inquiring and Analyzing  

 

Students are presented with a design situation; from which they identify a problem that 

needs to be solved. They analyze the need for a solution and conduct an inquiry into the 

nature of the problem.  

 

Criterion B: Developing ideas  

 

Students write a detailed specification, which drives the development of a solution. They 

present the solution.  

 

Criterion C: Creating the solution  

 

Students plan the creation of the chosen solution, then follow the plan to create a 

prototype sufficient for testing and evaluation.  

 

Criterion D: Evaluating  

 

Students design tests to evaluate the solution, carry out those tests and objectively 

evaluate its success. Students identify areas where the solution could be improved and 

explain how their solution will impact the client or target audience. 

 

Assessments Used 

 

Both summative and formative assessments take place on a continuous basis throughout 

the year, including observations on students’ design skills and the quality of completed 

project work (graded against a provided rubric for the task).  Additionally each design 

student maintains a design portfolio in which they document their creativity, research, 

methods, evaluations and reflections throughout the year. 

 

 

Physical & Health Education (PHE) 

 

Course Overview and Aims  
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Physical & Health Education in MYP is an inquiry-based curriculum empowering students 

to understand and appreciate the value of being physically active while developing the 

motivation for making healthy and informed life choices. 

 

Physical & Health Education fosters the development of key concepts such as: change, 

communication and relationships. There are twelve related concepts and six global 

contexts to develop a broader context for learning.        

 

Assessed Criteria 

 

Criterion A: Knowing and understanding 

Students develop knowledge and understanding about health and physical activity in order 

to identify and solve problems.        

 

Criterion B: Planning for performance 

Students through inquiry design, analyze, evaluate and perform a plan in order to improve 

performance in physical and health education.  

     

Criterion C: Applying and performing 

Students develop and apply practical skills, techniques, strategies and movement concepts 

through their participation in a variety of physical activities.  

     

Criterion D: Reflecting and improving performance  

Students enhance their personal and social development, set goals, take responsible action 

and reflect on their performance and the performance of others.  

 

Assessments Used 

 

Both summative and formative assessments take place on a continuous basis throughout 

the year. These include teacher observations and feedback, peer/self-assessment, self-

reflections, performances, presentations and project work.  Each Physical & Health 

Education objective corresponds to one of four assessment criteria in accordance to the 

MYP Guidelines. 

 

Internal Standardization of Assessment 

 

Teams of educators are expected to standardize assessment tasks. This process involves 

multiple teachers making autonomous judgments against the same samples and then 

coming together to establish a consensus level of achievement. This practice is designed to 

create agreed-upon standards between professionals across the school.    

 

Internal standardization will occur quarterly at-minimum during middle school vertical 

PLCs, data PLCs and/or daily curriculum meetings.  Internal standardization of 

assessment meetings will be documented on the Internal Standardization of Assessment 

Tracking document.   
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Evidence of Application of the Assessment Policy 

Evidence of the application of the assessment policy will be demonstrated when teachers: 

• Plan with assessment as the focus of the teaching and learning in their classroom. 

• Value and promote assessment as an integral part of the learning process in the 

classroom with their students. 

• Allow their students time to reflect on their own learning as part of the teaching and 

learning process. 

• Model the habit of reflection with their students. 

• Provide students with the skills and tools to evaluate their own learning and 

provide time and support for this in the classroom. 

• Adapt their teaching and the learning environment to cater for all student learning 

styles. 

• Provide students with the learning expectations or assessment criteria prior to a 

particular task. 

• Identify the extent to which the learning expectations or assessment criteria are met 

by an individual student. 

• Select from a wide range of assessment tools, reflecting student needs and skills. 

• Provide students with regular opportunities to share the outcomes of their learning 

experiences with others, including peers, teachers and parents. 

• Communicate clearly and openly with students and parents about, achievements, 

on-going progress and future goals. 

Evidence of the application of the assessment policy will be demonstrated when students 

(as appropriate and applicable):  

• Participate meaningfully in assessing and evaluating their own learning. 

• Become aware of their own strengths and weaknesses. 

• Become aware of their own learning style. 

• Contribute actively to the setting of goals designed to focus on developing their 

performance in areas of both strength and weakness. 

• Are aware of, use and develop a range of assessment tools. 

• Share the outcomes of their learning with peers, teachers and parents. 

• Contribute to the assessment process through managing their own portfolios. 

• Select and reflect on the work put into their portfolios. 

• Know what the expectations are for their work and behavior at school. 

• Recognize and increasingly use the common assessment vocabulary used 

throughout the school. 

• Prepare for and lead their conferences with parents and teachers, describing their 

own learning and explaining the purpose behind the activities they have been 

engaged in. 

Evidence of the application of the assessment policy will be demonstrated when parents: 

• Are informed about the school-based expectations. 
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• Understand the assessment vocabulary used in the school. 

• Are involved in setting goals for and with their children. 

• Recognize that their child is at the center of the assessment process. 

• Value that their child is aware of his/her own strengths, weaknesses, learning styles 

and preferences. 

• Are invited to provide information to the teacher regarding their child’s on-going 

learning. 

Process for Monitoring and Revising 

 

The process of reflection allows for continual improvement and adjustment.  In that vein, 

the assessment policy will be reviewed and updated in consultation with the whole MYP 

staff on a bi-annual basis. Prior to the update, feedback will be sought from all 

stakeholders of the school community. The IB program standards and practices, as well as 

the guide MYP: From principles into practice, were taken into account in developing the 

policy.  

 


